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Sunday 
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10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

Wednesday 

6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
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9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
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Debbie Mershon 

office@fbcftthomas.com 

The Vision 

Proclaiming the 

Good News! 

Happy New Year! 
 
As we look ahead to 2019, I would like to draw your                
attention to some of the great things that happened in 
2018 at First Baptist Church Fort Thomas. Sometimes we 
get caught up in the craziness of the schedule and we   
forget to look back and celebrate what God has done 
through God’s people. A non-comprehensive list of things 
that happened include: 
 
- At least 13 folks coming forward to join the church 

- 2 baptisms 

- 2 babies born 

- Several new choir members 

- 7 Football Tailgates 

- 4th of July parade and the Holiday Walk 

- Trunk or Treat  

- Caring Conversations Workshop 

- The new Children's Area upstairs 

- Front lobby repainted 

- New logo, website, and signage 

- Monthly canned food collection 

- Fair Trade Chocolate Event at Fort Thomas Coffee 

- COUNTLESS Missions offerings (Annie Armstrong,               
Grenada 24/7, Eliza Broadus, Drop Your Drawers,             
Christmas Backpacks, etc. etc. etc.) 

- Trips to Cane Ridge and Sunrise Children's Services 

This list does not include the many things that happen 
that sometimes appear to go unnoticed. I am thankful for 
our leaders that make sure we get where we need to be, 
for folks who take care of our property, and perhaps most 
importantly take care of each other. So many of you call 
to check on each other, provide rides back and forth to 
church, cook meals, pray for each other, and the list goes 
on. We trust that God will use all of these things for his 
glory and they will greatly impact the kingdom. 
 
As great as 2018 was, I believe that the best is yet to 
come. We are on the verge of seeing God do things that 
we cannot currently comprehend. As we go into 2019, I 
encourage you to keep up the good work, continue to   
invite folks to join us, and pray, pray, pray that we would 
be aware of God’s calling on our lives in 2019 and have 
the boldness to follow through. 

Shine on. Press on. Go On. 

Jeremy 



NEW YEAR, NEW PRIORITIES 

I’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO LEARN HOW TO PLAY THE CELLO.  But I’ve never 
found the time to enroll in a class.  Or, perhaps more accurately, I haven’t made 
the time for it.  I had thought that in heaven I could probably master that instru-
ment.  In the meantime, I wanted to focus on using my time in the particular ways 
God has called me to serve Him now. 

Life is short, and we often feel the pressure to make the most of our times on 
Earth before it slips away.  But what does that really mean? 

As King Solomon contemplated the meaning of life, he offered two recommen-
dations.  First, we’re to live in the most meaningful way we can, which includes 
fully enjoying the good things God allows us to experience in life, such as food 
and drink, clothing and perfume, marriage and all of God’s good gifts—which 
might include learning how to play the cello! 

His second recommendation was diligent work.  Life is full of opportunities, and 
there is always more work to be done.  We’re to take advantage of the opportu-
nities God gives us, seeking His wisdom on how to prioritize work and play in a 
way that uses our gifting to serve Him. 

Life is a wonderful gift from the Lord.  We honor Him when we take pleasure 
both in His daily blessings and in meaningful service. 

Father, thank You for this life You’ve given me.  Help me to live this new year for       
You, enjoying Your blessings and fulfilling Your purposes. 

We can both enjoy God’s blessing and be a blessing to others. 

  New Year’s Resolutions 

 

   Just think, think, think,                                                               
of the things you can do                                            
to make yourself better                                                

before the year is through. 

 

Resolutions can be tough                                              
or as simple as can be.                                                   

Making resolutions,                                                           
are great for you and me!  

 

So what will you promise                                                 
to help yourself my dear?                           

through 2019                                                        
have a great year!                                            



New Year, New You??? 

Q:  Every year, I always make along list of New Year’s resolutions, but since I 
never keep them I’ve decided this time to make just a few.  Does the Bible say 
anything about making resolutions? 

A: Yes, the Bible certainly encourages us to examine our lives and resolve to 
change them if necessary (although not just at the beginning of a year).  The 
Psalmist, for example, made a resolution to keep his speech pure: “I have 
planned no evil; my mouth has not transgressed” (psalm 17:3) 

Why, however, do so many of our resolutions fail?  Sometimes it’s simply                 
because they aren’t realistic.  Instead, they’re only wishful thinking, with no way 
to make them actually happen.  For example, you might resolve to make a million 
dollars this year, but if you don’t have any way to earn it, it probably isn’t going 
to happen. Other resolutions fail because we aren’t willing to make the sacrifices 
necessary to reach them. 

But the real problem is within ourselves—within our own hearts and minds.  We’d 
all like to be better people, but no matter how hard we try, we find ourselves 
tripped up by our own moral failures and weaknesses.  Even the Apostle Paul              
experienced this:  “I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it 
out”{ (Romans 7:18). 

What is the solution?  The solution is to turn to God, confessing our sins to Him 
and seeking His help to live the way we should.  Begin the New Year by turning 
to Jesus Christ and inviting Him into your life.  Then ask Him to help you become 
the person He wants you to be.  This is what Paul did, and that’s why he could 
say, “I can do all this through Him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). 

Begin the New Year with Christ. 

A few years ago, when I was going through the deepest point in my depression- my           

living situation was abhorrent, I had no car, no license and barely enough money to get 

by. 

All of this was because of the choices I made but I couldn't seem to find my way out. I 

was riding the bus home one day from work when an older woman sat across from me 

and struck up a conversation. 

She asked me if I took the bus often and I replied with a yes. She told me how she had 

just lost her job and that she wouldn't be needing her bus pass anymore and offered it 

to me. 

This woman had zero knowledge of my current situation and on one of her worst days, 

she still found a way to be kind to someone else. 

It touched a part of me I had forgotten about and it's an experience that will stay with 

me forever. 

Story of Kindness—Don’t wait to be kind.  You never know when it is too late to do so. 

http://peacewithgod.net/?utm_source=BGMainsite&utm_medium=PWG+Link&utm_campaign=PWG+Internal&utm_content=What+Does+the+Bible+Say+About+New+Year+Resolutions+123116&outreach=New+Years+Resoutions


JANUARY CALENDAR 

January 7~ Mary Francis Gould Mission Group will meet here at the church at 
12 noon. 

January 9~ Prayer meeting and Bible study will resume. 

January 14~ The R.O.M.E.O.’s will meet and eat at the Frisch’s in Highland Heights at 
8:30 a.m. 

January 16~ Quarterly Business Meeting will start at 6:00 p.m.  Please make every  
effort to attend the first Business Meeting of 2019. 

January 19~  Leadership Meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. and be over by 12 noon.   
Everyone that has any type of leadership role in the church is asked to attend this 
meeting.  Happenings at our church for the year 2019 will be discussed.  Please 
come with your thoughts about where our church should go in this new year.   

 

Happy New Year...2019!!   woo-hoo!!! 

First let me say how much I appreciate the gift given to me by the church.  It was 
very nice, and I thank you so much.  Next, let me say thank you to all who have 
given me individual gifts. Your kindness is much appreciated - I am truly blessed by 
my church family. 

Another year has come and gone.  We have had our ups and downs, joys and heart-
aches, but as Jeremy tells us each Sunday, basically - we are in this together! We 
laugh together, we cry together. We help each other and we are there for each 
other.  I hope you know that; I hope you see that; I hope you feel that.  

The choir has done a great job this Christmas season.  I'm not sure you realize this, 
but, every year they put in extra time for cantata practices.  We practice at church 
on Thursday evenings, but when the Christmas seasons hits we also practice with 
FBC Cold Spring in October and November before we have our full assembly of 
churches practicing together in December. FBCCS practices on Sunday evenings so 
the choir does double duty at that time.  No one EVER complains about doing this!!! 

I hope you were with us on Christmas Eve, if you were not you missed a great rendi-
tion of "O Holy Night" with our pastor singing the solo. The "Mirmettes" backed him 
up on the chorus section, in harmony.  It was marvelous!  I gave the choir the week 
off between Christmas and New Year's but it's time to hit it again for the new year.  

I pray that God blesses each one of us this year, 2019, individually and                               
collectively.  May you see Him at work all around you, every day. 

Sunday is coming, see you then! 

 

Mirm 

Words from Miriam!! 



SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

TODDLERS- PRE-SCHOOL 

Debbie Mershon 

 

Children’s Worship Hour 

Toddlers/Pre-school 

1/6 

Dakota Guilkey 

Jerod Guilkey 

 

1/13 

Susan Smith 

Jeff Smith 

 

1/20 

Dora Griffin 

Barb Musick 

 

1/27 

Jackie Harry 

Bev Rath 

 

Elementary Teacher 

Lori Orne  Pantry Outreach Ministry! 

During the month of December, you donated 117 
cans of spam and 39 Miscellaneous items. 

This is fantastic!  Thank you FBC family. 

For the Month of January, the pantry is    
asking for donations of Canned Chili. 

When you donate to the Pantry, you are 
working in the mission field because you are                 

feeding the hungry! 

THANK YOU!! 

For I was hungry and you gave me                                       
something to eat.            Matthew 25:35 

 

He said to them, “Let the 
little children come to 
me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as 
these.”                                            
Matthew 10:14 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

Lori Maines                         
Peggy Spradlin 

WORSHIP HOUR 

1/6                                      
Barb Scott                      

Cindy Stricker 

 

1/13                                             
Patty Adams                         
Amy Shannon  

 

1/20                                     
Kim Beagle                              

Debbie Mershon 

 

1/27                                          
Amy Shannon                        
Patty Adams  

THANK YOU… 

I would like to thank the 
church for the generous 
Christmas gift I received 
from you.  I really                 
appreciate and love my 
church family.  The same 
goes for you  allowing me 
to work in the office for 
you.  Also, thank you to all 
those who gave me                  
individual gifts.  I cannot 
tell you enough what that 
all means to me.  I hope 
you all had a Merry               
Christmas and I am              
looking forward to 2019 
serving with all of you. 

Debbie Mershon 



THE BRIGHT SPOT! 

Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the              
Father of compassion 

and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts 
us in all our troubles, 

so that we can                
comfort those in any 

trouble with the                 
comfort we ourselves 

receive from God.                    
1 Corinthians 1:3-4                 

1/6 

Harry Weitkamp 

 

1/13 

Walter Mershon 

 

1/20 

Bill Klopp 

 

1/27 

Lori Orne 

DEACON  

MINISTRY 

A New 

Usher Schedule 

Is being made, and 

Was unavailable 

At the time 

Of this printing.  

We will get it on 

The bulletin board 

As soon as possible. 

 

 
Christmas Offering for 2018—                         

Granada 24/7 

 

All the money you donated 

For our Christmas Offering to  

Granada 24/7 is in and has  

Been counted. 

Our total is $800.00! 

Way to go First Baptist Church  

Of Fort Thomas! 

Thank you again for 

All of your generosity 

To help spread the word of  

God around the world! 

1/7                                 
Shirley Rosteck 

1/8                                      
Gene Scroggin 

1/20                                           
Bill Klopp 

1/28                              
Carol Thompson 

1/30                              
Susan Smith 

Happy New Year! 

Welcome 2019 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+bright+sunshine&view=detailv2&qpvt=image+of+bright+sunshine&id=238315E82F0A745D64548FCF403AD0CBF4CD92CD&selectedIndex=17&ccid=8ewzM172&simid=607996206831700984&thid=OIP.Mf1ec33335ef6c5dd54527cbac22519dao0


MY GOAL FOR 2019 

Is to accomplish the goals of 2018 

which I should have done in 2017               
because I promised them in 2016 and 
planned them in 2015! 

NEW YEAR JOKES 

 A new years resolution is something that goes 
in one year and out the other.  

  

This New Years I’m going to make a resolution 
I can keep: no dieting all year long.  

 My New Year’s resolution is to eat better, so 
from now on, I am going to only date guys 
who can  afford to take me somewhere other 
than McDonalds. 

 If you make a New Year’s resolution to eat a 
healthy diet, and you keep it, you won’t               
actually live longer, but it will seem longer.  

 Youth is when you're allowed to stay up late 
on New Year's Eve. Middle age is when you're 
forced to.  

 This New Years I resolved to lead a better life. 
Now all I have to do is find someone who will 
trade lives with me.  

 Who has time to party on New Year's Eve? It 
takes me all evening to set my clocks ahead a 
year.  

 My New Years resolution is to try to remember 
why I've walked into a room.  

Winter Jokes 

Q: What do you get from                   
sitting on the ice too long?                     
A: Polaroids!  

Q: What's an ig?                                  
A: A snow house without a 
loo!  

Q: Why did Frosty the snow-
man want a divorce?                                                                 
A: Because he thought his wife 
was a flake  

                                                                   
Q: Getting a job in the Arctic in 
the winter is great! Why?                                                             
A: When the days get short, 
you only have to work a 30 
minute work week.  

Q: Why do seals swim in salt 
water?                                                   
A: Because pepper water 
makes them sneeze!  

Q: Where can you find an 
ocean without any water?                                                                      
A: On a map!  

 

Q: Why was the snowman sad?                  
A: Cause he had a meltdown  
 

  

  


