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Worship and Ministry Schedule 

Sunday 

9:30 am. Sunday School for       
children &                                            

Small Group Study for adults 

10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

Wednesday 

6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

Church Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

 

Ministry Assistant  

Debbie Mershon 

office@fbcftthomas.com 

 

The Vision                          

Proclaiming the good news! 

From the Pastor’s desk... 

Happy Spring! 
Springtime is my favorite time of the year. With things 
finally starting to bloom, the Reds playing at GABP, and 
all of the local ice cream shops opening up, there is so 
much to celebrate. March was an eventful time in the life 
of our church. We celebrated St Patricks Day together. 
We celebrated the wonderful gift of children as we  
dedicated four babies to the Lord on Baby Dedication 
Sunday. This past Sunday we rejoiced as Bill and Emily 
Klopp, along with their daughter Raelyn came forward to 
officially join as members of our congregation. 

Along with the celebrations, there were times of sorrow. 
We spent time grieving together, with the loss of two of 
our beloved church members. We hosted a community 
prayer service where over 50 people battling illness 
were prayed for. Many of you have dealt with your own 
battles. 
 
Each Sunday I extend an opportunity to join with our 
church as we commit to serve together, laugh together, 
pray together, grieve together, worship together and do 
all those things to help usher in the kingdom of God. 
While I am always thankful for our church, it is in           
reflecting on a month like the one that we just had that I 
am so thankful that God has brought us together and 
this time in history on purpose. 
 
During the month of April we will celebrate the events of 
Holy Week leading up to Easter Sunday. It will be a time 
of rejoicing and reflecting on the great gifts that God 
has given to us. As we enter into this time, I am                    
confident that this month God will put people in your 
place that do not have a church home, that have never 
understood the real joy found in Easter Sunday. I                        
encourage you to be intentional about inviting folks to 
come and worship with us. The number one reason that 
people are likely to attend a worship service is that they 
were asked. 
 
I have found joy in serving alongside this congregation. 
If you can say the same, what better way to celebrate 
than by inviting others to join us on this journey? 
 
Shine on. Press on. Go on 
 

Jeremy  



 
The Encounter that Forever Changed the Way We Approach Easter  

A few years ago I had an encounter with my children that I’ll not soon forget. 

It was a teachable moment that came out of an everyday life experience.  
Ever have one of those? 

As I share this story, my prayer is that it will inspire you to spend some 
time thinking of ways that you and your family can better prepare your 
heart for Easter too. 

The Encounter that Forever Changed the Way We Approach Easter. 

Shortly before Easter Sunday, while perusing the bookshelf for something to read, my 
ten year old daughter randomly pulled out The Passion Picture Book from the shelf, and 
began to flip through it’s pages.   

If  you’re not familiar with this book, it is based off of the movie directed by Mel Gibson, 
The Passion of the Christ. 

The book, not unlike the movie, is graphic in nature.  It was compiled of scenes from the 
film depicting the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Graphic scenes.  Bloody scenes.  Horrific scenes. 

My daughter soon began asking me a series of questions revolving around the death of 
Jesus.  Why was He beaten?  Why were people so mean to Him?  Why did He have to 
die the way He did?   

Overhearing our discussion from the other room, my three youngest children gathered 
in close—listening intently. 

Overall, it was a valuable teaching moment.  I did my best to answer their honest, albeit 
difficult questions.  But as I was finishing my explanation, I suddenly became very aware 
of how quiet the room had become. 

When I looked up from the book to catch their reaction to all of this, I was surprised to 
see my son’s jaw opened wide in astonishment, and silent tears streaming down the 
cheeks of my daughter’s face. 

I pondered this. 

I’ll admit, their reaction caught me by surprise.  My children were not unfamiliar with the 
Easter message.  They had each been taught from an early age about the significance of 
Jesus’ sacrifice, and each child had a good understanding of what that entailed. 

So why the heightened emotions all of the sudden? 

I suspect my children’s reaction was a direct result from connecting the images that             
assaulted their eyes, to the truth of what Jesus endured. 

The knowledge of Jesus’ sacrifice suddenly transferred from their head to their heart. 

And it made me think of how numb we adults can become over the years, regarding the 
redemption message.  It’s easy to forget the magnitude of what Jesus did for us. 

Personally speaking, I know that if I don’t take the time to really meditate on the depth 
of His sacrifice, Easter tends to be just another holiday.  But oh, it is so much more! 

          — Rachel Marie Lee 



The Children's Ministry is very excited about the upcoming spring weather and we've 
decided to celebrate with some big plans!  

On Palm Sunday the children will process down the sanctuary with palm branches. Bring 
your friends and relatives to see them in action!  

For Easter we'll be having a surprise visit from a beloved, furry friend. He's agreed to 
stay for family photos! Another reason to invite your loved ones. Easter will also be the 
start of a new kids' curriculum: PG Kids! After joining us for worship and the children's 
moment in the sanctuary our kids will head upstairs for worship, Bible stories, and 
games made just for their age group. We're excited for captivating lessons about being 
part of God's family.  

I hope you all have heard about the Fort Thomas Earth Day Celebration on May 5th. Our 
church will be offering face painting as an outreach to the community and we're looking 
for volunteer painters. No experience necessary! There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board.  

May 18th at 10:00am our children and their families will be having a family outing to the 
Cincinnati Zoo! Our goal is to build friendships between kids and between parents, and 
to connect as families.  

One further piece of news; our Children's Committee is always looking for ways to make 
sure our children are safe within our walls. We've updated our check-in procedures and 
are evaluating all areas of our ministry for safety. If you have a child in our ministry, 
please stop upstairs to fill out a registration form for them. It will tell us what we need 
to know about their emergency contact information and any relevant medical                        
information you would like to share. We also ask that when you drop your children off 
in the morning you sign our brand new check-in sheet, and come upstairs for pick-up 
after worship. As our Welcome Center is built, check-in will be moved there for easy             
access.  

Our kids love having a special place in this church where they are loved and valued. 
Thank you all for contributing to our ministry with your prayers, time, and heart. We are 
blessed to work with you to make this the best place for our kids to learn about Jesus. 

Katilyn 

From the Children’s Minister 

Pantry Outreach Ministry! 

During the month of March you donated 207 
jars/cans of Pasta Sauce and 20 Miscellaneous 

items 

This is fantastic!  Thank you FBC family. 

For the Month of April, the pantry is asking 
for           donations of canned soup. 

When you donate to the Pantry, you are working in 
the mission field because you are feeding the              

hungry! 

THANK YOU!! 

For I was hungry and you gave me                                       
something to eat.       Matthew 25:35 



             April Calendar 

April 1~ Mary Francis Gould Mission Group will meet here at the church at 12 
noon.  Pauline Risch is the hostess and Donna Stormer will present the program.   

April 8~ The R.O.M.E.O.’s (Retired Old Men Eating Out) will meet and eat at the 
Frisch’s in Highland Heights at 8:30 a.m. 

April 14~ Palm Sunday 

April 18~ Maundy Thursday Service/The Lord’s Supper 

April 19~ Passover begins at Sundown/Good Friday 

April 21~ Easter Sunday/who will you invite this year? 

 

From the Worship Leader 

It's month #4...April.  Some of us thought Winter would never end, but yet 
we are surprised at how quickly April got here. Palm Sunday and Easter are 
right around the corner for us. We will celebrate both of those Sundays 
with traditional and newer music.  Also, we are having a Maundy Thursday 
service instead of a Good Friday service this year.  

 

I hope that you will make plans to be with us for all of the Easter week ser-
vices. The choir will have a special song for each service. So, please come 
and worship with us!  It is so uplifting when we can be together and sing 
out loud to the Lord. Praise His name! 

 

Sunday is coming, see you then! 

Mirm 



Toddlers & Pre-School 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

Debbie Mershon 

 

WORSHIP HOUR 

Toddlers/Pre-school 

4/7                                                  
Carol Steffen                                     

Walter Mershon 

 

4/14                                              
Amy Shannon  

Kaitlyn Runion 

 

4/21 

Debbie Mershon 

Kaitlyn Runion 

 

4/28 

Dora Griffin 

Barb Musick                                       

 

 

Elementary Teacher 

Lori Orne  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

Lori Maines                          

WORSHIP HOUR 

4/7                                   
Cindy Stricker                          

Barb Scott 

4/14                                                               
Jackie Harry                                         

Bev Rath  

4/21                                       
Susan Smith                                
Jeff Smith 

4/28                                     
Patty Adams                                 
Kim Beagle 

Baby Nursery 

Pray Today                              
Before each day remember 
to pray, 
that we be safe at play.  
Pray at night, for it is right, 
then sleep within God’s 
light.  
All through the day,                   
remember to pray, 
Jesus will guide each day. 

Roger W Hancock 

KIDS 

HURRAY!  HURRAY!       
IT’S EASTER DAY!!! 

 

The celebration’s is under-
way!                                                       
Hurray!  Hurray!  It’s Easter 
Day! 

Because we sometimes  
disobey,                                            
God sent his Son and so we 
say,                                                           
Jesus took our sins away!                 
Hurray!  Hurray!  It’s Easter 
Day! 

 

 

 

Hey boys and girls!                                                
Can you help the dove find his way                           

to the cross?   

Let the    
little            

children 
come to 

me and do 
not hinder 
them, for  

such                 
belongs 

the               
Kingdom 
of Heaven 

Matthew 19:14 

ATTENTION PLEASE:  We 
are in need of  one person 
to volunteer to work with 
Lori Maines in the baby 
nursery during the Sunday 
School hour weekly.   



THE BRIGHT SPOT 

He is not here;                 
He has risen,                       

just as he said.              
Come and see the 

place                      
where he lay.  

Matthew 28:6 

 

4/7 

Walter Mershon 

 

4/14 

Bill Klopp 

 

4/21 

Lori Orne 

 

4/28 

Harry Weitkamp 

 

 

DEACON  

MINISTRY 
4/7                             

Debbie Mershon                      
Kathleen Webber                       
Donna Stormer                          

Bev Rath 

4/14                              
Dakota Guilkey                        
Mary Strange                    

Fay Hailes                              
Walter Hailes                          

4/21                               
Bob Peelman                             
Bill Eckerle                                 

Carol Steffen                                         
Cindy Stricker 

4/28                              
Peggy Spradlin                     

Susan Smith                     
Jerod Guilkey                         
Dora Griffin 

4/1                                 
April Ayers 

4/3                                 
Joyce Morgan                    

4/10                            
Ruth Eckerle 

4/16                             
Don Burchett 

4/17                                        
Annette Rose 

4/22                                
Mary Strange 

4/23                           
Dora Griffin 

4/26                                   
Ryan Maines 

Barb Musick 

4/29 

Asher Shannon 

Henry Shannon 

Happy  

Anniversary 

4/21 

Walter & Fay 
Hailes 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+bright+sunshine&view=detailv2&qpvt=image+of+bright+sunshine&id=238315E82F0A745D64548FCF403AD0CBF4CD92CD&selectedIndex=17&ccid=8ewzM172&simid=607996206831700984&thid=OIP.Mf1ec33335ef6c5dd54527cbac22519dao0


      It was Palm Sunday but because of a 
sore throat, 5-year-old Johnny stayed 
home from church with a sitter. When the 
family returned home, they were carrying 
several palm fronds. Johnny asked them 
what they were for. 
      "People held them over Jesus' head as 
he walked by," his father told him. 
      "Wouldn't you know it," Johnny 
fumed, "the one Sunday I don't go 
and he shows up."  

    Two boys were walking home from 
church after hearing a strong preaching on 
the devil. One said to the other, "What do 
you think about all this Satan stuff?" 
      The other boy replied, "Well, you know 
how Santa Claus turned out. It's probably 
just your dad"  

    Visiting his grandparents, a small boy 
opened the big family Bible. He was                  
fascinated as he fingered through the old 
pages. Suddenly, something fell out. He 
picked it up and found that it was an old 
leaf that had been pressed flat between 
the pages. "Mama, look what I found," he 
called out. 
      "What have you got there, dear?" his 
mother asked." 
      With astonishment in his voice, the boy 
answered, "I think it's Adam's underwear!"  

A pastor’s wife was preparing pancakes for 
her young sons. The boys began to argue 
over who would get the first pancake. 
Their Mother saw the opportunity for a 
moral lesson. If Jesus were sitting here, He 
would say, "Let my brother have the first 
pancake. I can wait." The oldest boy turned 
to his younger brother and said, "You be 
Jesus."  

      A Sunday school teacher asked the                 
children just before she dismissed them to 
go to church, "And why is it necessary to 
be quiet in church?" 
      Annie replied, "Because people are 
sleeping"  


