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Hello August 



First Baptist Church 

600 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky   

   41075 

Rev. Jeremy Shannon 

Pastor 

Cell phone:859-536-2250 

jshannon@fbcftthomas.com 

 

Miriam Fuller 

Worship Leader 

Home phone: (859) 441-8220 

Cell phone: (859) 391-9220 

mfuller@fbcftthomas.com 

 

Kaitlyn Runion 

Children’s Minister 

Cell phone: 859-279-8924 

krunion@fbcftthomas.com 

 

April Ayers (Piano) 

Barb Musick (Keyboard) 

 

Worship and Ministry Schedule 

Sunday 

9:30 am. Sunday School for       
children &                                            

Small Group Study for adults 

10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

Wednesday 

Summer Break 

Thursday 

Summer Break 

Church Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

 

Ministry Assistant  

Debbie Mershon 

office@fbcftthomas.com 

 

The Vision                          

Proclaiming the good news! 

From the Pastor’s desk... 

As someone who loves summer, baseball, and extended 
daylight, I am a strong believer that we should not rush 
the summer months away. It always seems like just as 
summer is getting into swing people start trying to bring 
on pumpkin spice, harvest festivals, and their favorite fall 
events. For those keeping score at home, fall does not 
officially start until Sept. 23! 

With that said, most churches operate start transitioning 
into a “fall mindset” right around this time of year as we 
start to approach back to school. We get back into our 
regular programming and start to find the rhythms that 
will carry us through the rest of summer, into the fall, and 
beyond. If we are not careful, those rhythms can                
sometimes form limitations and an attitude that assumes 
we know what is to come. As a church, we must be                  
intentional about making sure we look for new ways of 
sharing the good news. The message doesn’t change, but 
the methodology often does! 

During the month of August we will be having meetings 
at the church to talk about potential new directions and 
ways to be better stewards of the opportunities that God 
has given us as a church. I am excited about this because 
I go into it without a vision of how things have to be 
done, but instead an eagerness to get together with our 
church body to figure out what the future might hold. We 
want to engage in conversations that allow us to                           
determine where the Spirit might be leading us.  

I don’t know what changes to expect, but I ask for your 
prayers as we commit to doing this work together. 
Change, in any form, can be scary; however, leaps of 
faith are often accompanied with a reasonable amount of 
fear.  We will work on necessary things like examining 
our bylaws, talk about finances and our stewardship, and 
think of our calendar and why we do the things that we 
do? We will work to capitalize on our strength and learn 
about ways to work through our weaknesses to fulfill the 
mission that we are called to in 2019 and beyond. In                 
doing these things, we are continuing to build a strong 
foundation that equip us to minister to our community 
around us better. As always, we’ll continue to ask that 
important question, “What’s next?”                                                    
            
Shine on. Press on. Go on. 
 
Jeremy 



IT WAS ANOTHER GREAT 4TH OF JULY IN FORT THOMAS!                                
WE HAD SO MUCH FUN DECORATING THE FLOAT, TOSSING OUT CANDY 

AND THROWING BEACH BALLS TO THE KIDS IN TOWN!                         
THEY WERE LOVING IT.   

JESUS IN DISGUISE  - James Banks 

     My son Geoff recently participated in a “homeless simulation.”  He spent three 
days and two nights living on the streets of his city, sleeping outside in below              
freezing temperatures.  Without food, money or shelter, he relied on the kindness of 
strangers for his basic needs.  On one of those days his only food was a sandwich, 
bought by a man who heard him asking for stale bread at a fast-food restaurant. 

     Geoff told me later it was one of the hardest things he’d ever done, yet it                    
profoundly impacted his outlook on others.  He spent the day after his “simulation” 
seeking out homeless people who had been kind to him during his time on the 
street, doing what he could to assist them in simple ways.  They were surprised to 
discover he wasn’t actually homeless and were grateful he card enough to try to see 
life through their eyes. 

     My son’s experience calls to mind Jesus’ words: “I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me… Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me” (Matthew 25:36, 40)  Whether we give a word of encouragement or a 
bag of groceries, God calls us to lovingly attend to the needs of others.  Our                   
kindness to others is kindness to Him. 

 

What little kindness can you extend to another?                                                                      
When have you been the recipient of another’s kindness? 

 

Dear Jesus, help me to see You in the needs of others today                                                     
and love You by loving them. 

 

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and He will reward                                        
them for what they have done.     Proverbs 19:17   



Pantry Outreach Ministry! 

During the month of July you donated 223 
Cans of Tuna and 14 Miscellaneous items. 

This is awesome!  Thank you FBC family. 

For the Month of August, the pantry is 
asking for  donations of Hamburger 

Helper. 

When you donate to the Pantry, you are   
working in the mission field because you are 

feeding the hungry! 

THANK YOU!! 

For I was hungry and you gave me                                       
something to eat.       Matthew 25:35 

This year our Summer Missions Offering will             
benefit Olive Branch Ministries . Olive Branch is a 
ministry run by Cooperative Baptist Fellowship                
missionary, Scarlette Jasper that is dedicated to 
serving low income families in McCreary County.  

We have through the end of August to get our             
donations turned in.  Thank you! 

AUGUST CALENDAR 

August 5~ Mary Francis Gould Mission Group will meet at 12 
noon here at the church.  April Ayers will be the hostess and  
Dakota Guilkey will lead the program. 

August 7~ Leadership Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

August 12~ The R.O.M.E.O.’s will meet and eat at the Frisch’s in 
Highland Heights at 8:30 a.m.   

August 14~ Leadership Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

August 21~ Quarterly Business Meeting at 6:00 p.m.  

Missions 

Backpacks                                              
August & September 

This year, we will once again 
be collecting backpacks for 
kids in poverty in Northern 
Kentucky and Cincinnati.   

There will be more information 
to follow a little later this 
month. 

https://www.facebook.com/Olive-Branch-Ministries-766161053487938/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBKlkuJoKCobf3rN1k8NJECxvhEyOoqTbQPXDlaZpVK31W_Pl0qSFJrxtnKjkwPLSix5QzbtFgxFrlcSD2IKhNyIbmbWl_oGk495yk1euqtP_xvPOSUwEyATNBmDo7IejMPuDZI67kpR6Bf6RSCLkzwSbu1BwJlAc-IuOE5h78C6pm


From the Children’s Minister 

From our Worship Leader 

School is almost back in session!  
     With the new school year being so close I’m reminded of how school was for me when I 
was a kid. I was very fortunate to enjoy school and do well in my classes, and I was very           
focused on those things. The adults around me were focused on those things as well, and I 
was able to escape their attention by turning in my homework on time and getting positive 
marks on assignments, because grades were considered a measure of how well us kids 
would perform in life. I was blessed with excellent teachers, but I do look back and think 
childhood would have been much easier if someone had measured my wellbeing in deeper 
units, and seen that I was a depressed and self-abusive child that didn’t know how to                         
socialize with any of my peers. Children who aren’t able to do well in school also struggle 
with being recognized only by their report-card success in school, and often have trouble 
being seen for their true character. 

    I’m grateful now to have been able to work with many kids from different backgrounds 
that face different demons, and open my mind to see them through a lens other than that of 
good/bad, gifted/challenged, outgoing/reclusive. Children are small people, but the worlds 
in their minds are ginormous and being filled with more information all the time. They’re 
learning who they are, what they’re worth, and what it takes to receive love. In our small 
town church we’re able to get to know our kids deeper, walk with them through life, and 
help them answer these questions.  
 
Who am I?              A child of God, made after his own image. 

What am I worth?              So much that God sent Jesus to Earth to die for you. 

What do I have to do to be loved?  Nothing. God loves you no matter what. 

     As these kids go back to school, where they’re surrounded by many friends, classmates, 
and teachers, they may find it hard to be noticed. Let’s decide as a church that our kids 
don’t need to work to be noticed. As they walk through our doors, let’s greet them, love on 
them, ask them about their lives. Let’s share who we are as a church with them and help 
them discover who they are and how they’re loved and wanted by God. 

     Think about our church and community kids as they head back to school in the following 
weeks. Pray that they make real friendships, that they find themselves enriched by what 
they’re learning, and that they keep sight on who they are as children of God. 

Kaitlyn Runion 

Children’s Minister 

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas!  Well, not exactly...but I did meet with the 
other choir directors for the Christmas cantata.  We have picked "MESSIAH Heaven's 
Glory" which will be very nice. It's a combination of traditional and contemporary 
Christmas songs. We're hoping to have a full 100+ voice choir to perform in December. 
So, save the date!  Sunday, December 8, 6 PM First Baptist Cold Spring.  It will be a 
wonderful time for all. 

Also, before we know it, Summer will come to an end and it will be time to start choir 
practice again. Practices will begin on Thursday, September 19th at 6 PM in the                   
sanctuary.  We've grown slowly over the past few years, which has been wonderful, and 
we'd welcome new members this Fall.  Think about it, maybe you'd like to join us.  We 
do have a lot of fun together!   

As I always say...Sunday is coming, see you then! 

Mirm 



                                                      
Toddlers & Pre-school 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

Debbie Mershon 

 

WORSHIP HOUR 

Toddlers/Pre-school 

 

8/4                                      
Miriam Fuller                                        

Jeremy Runion 

 

8/11                                                
Cindy Stricker                                  

To be announced 

 

8/18                                   
Patty Adams                           

To be announced 

 

8/25                                   
Amy Shannon                       
David Shannon 

               

 

Elementary Teacher 
Lori Orne  

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

 

8/4                                    
April Ayers                             
Dale Ayers 

8/11                               
Lori Maines                          

Donna Stormer  

8/18                                  
Lori Maines                    
Bev Rath 

8/25                                
Lori Maines                       

Walter Mershon  

Baby Nursery 

KIDS 

Worship Service 

8/4                             
Dora Griffin                          

Kaitlyn Runion 

8/11                                         
Barb Scott                           

Jackie Harry                   

8/18                           
Susan Smith                       

To be announced                            

8/25                              
Jeremy Runion                                

Kim Beagle 

Baby Nursery 

First day of school in 
Fort Thomas                

Independent Schools is 
August 14th!   

To all of our church 
family kids, we wish & 
pray for you to have 
the best school year 

ever! 

KID’S FUN DAY 2019! 



THE BRIGHT SPOT 

Be kind and                               
compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you.  

                                                    

 

8/4 

Bill Klopp 

 

8/11 

Lori Orne 

 

8/18 

Harry Weitkamp 

 

8/25 

Walter Mershon 

DEACON  

MINISTRY 

8/4                                 
Debbie Mershon                      

Kathleen Webber                       
Donna Stormer                          

Bev Rath 

 

8/11                                   
Dakota Guilkey                        
Mary Strange                    

Fay Hailes                              
Walter Hailes  

                         

8/18                                     
Bob Peelman                             
Bill Eckerle                                 

Carol Steffen                                         
Cindy Stricker 

 

8/25                               
Peggy Spradlin                     

Susan Smith                     
Jerod Guilkey                         
Dora Griffin 

8/6                               
Tina Weitkamp 

8/8                                               
Bob Draper 

8/13                             
Thelma Boehne  

8/23                                      
Cindy Stricker  

8/24                                
Gene Stephens                     

8/30                               
Wilma Neal                        

Happy Anniversary 

8/5                                                
Jerod & Dakota Guilkey 

8/12                               
Shawn & Kathy                      

Lang 

Quarterly Business Meeting  

Wednesday, August 21st 

Please make every effort to attend  

this business meeting. 

Please make 
every effort to 

attend this 
business 
meeting. 

August 21                                  
at 6 p.m. 

Quarterly 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+bright+sunshine&view=detailv2&qpvt=image+of+bright+sunshine&id=238315E82F0A745D64548FCF403AD0CBF4CD92CD&selectedIndex=17&ccid=8ewzM172&simid=607996206831700984&thid=OIP.Mf1ec33335ef6c5dd54527cbac22519dao0


How To Help Around The House 

Philip was enjoying the second week of a two-week 
vacation the same way he had enjoyed the first 
week: by doing as little as possible. 

He ignored his wife Paula's not-so-subtle hints 
about completing certain jobs around the house, 
but Philip didn't realize how much this bothered her 
until the clothes dryer refused to work, the iron 
shorted and the sewing machine motor burned out 
in the middle of a seam. The final straw came when 
she plugged in the vacuum cleaner and nothing 
happened. 

Paula looked so stricken that I had to offer some  
consolation. 

'That's OK, darling,' Philip said. 'You still have me.' 

Paula looked up at him with tears in her eyes. 'Yes, 
Philip,' she wailed, 'but you don't work either.' 

SUCCESS 

A successful man is one who makes more money 
than his wife can spend. 

A successful woman is one who can find such a 
man. 

BEST MEMORY?                                                                                 

A woman knows all about her children. She 
knows about dentist appointments and soccer 
games and romances and best friends and                   
favorite foods and secret fears and hopes and 
dreams.                                                                                       
A man is vaguely aware of some small people             
living in the house.  

How to Show a Girl a Good Time 

To impress his date, Randy, a young man, took her 
to a very posh Italian restaurant in Greenwich             
Village. 

After sipping some fine wine, he picked u the 
menu and ordered.  “We’ll have the Giuseppe                      
Spomdalucci,” he said. 

“Sorry, sir,” said the waiter.  “That’s the owner.” 


