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Worship and Ministry Schedule 

Sunday 

9:30 am. Sunday School for       
children &                                            

Small Group Study for adults 

10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

Wednesday 

6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
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Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

 

Ministry Assistant  

Debbie Mershon 

office@fbcftthomas.com 

The Vision 

Proclaiming the 

Good News! 

From the Pastor’s desk... 

Happy February! 
 
Because I feel that as pastor it is my duty to keep you 
updated on the important things in life, I’d like to take a 
minute to remind you that White Castle accepts                 
reservations on Valentine’s Day. We’re talking white            
table clothes, a waiter or waitress, and candlelight all 
paired with the classic White Castle menu. We’ve                     
already got our reservation for our family five this year 
but I bet if you contact your local White Castle there 
are still some good spots left.  
 
While February can often make folks focus on romantic 
relationships, this year, I encourage you to think about 
the many different kinds of relationships that you have 
with the folks around you. At a recent leadership                     
meeting at church, I encouraged our leaders that 2019 
needs to be a year where we are intentional about             
connecting with others and finding ways to share the 
good news with people that we meet. Over the last year 
we have done lots of things to improve the building, 
prepare for visitors, and so much more. Now is the time 
for us to go out and do the hard work of engaging with 
folks. 
 
In 2019 I encourage you to pray about the encounters 
you will have with other people each day. Find ways to 
get to know people, learn how to be a good listener, 
and be open to opportunities to share what the Lord 
has done in your life. As we build better relationships 
with people, there will be more opportunities to invite 
them to fellowship with us. I believe that in 2019 we will 
have many people that God will give us the opportunity 
to serve alongside but in order for that to happen we 
have to be open and intentional about how we connect 
with our community and the places where God puts us 
each day.  
 
I’m excited, aren’t you? 
 
Shine on. Press on. Go on.  



February is a month in which a lot of attention is given to the topic of love. The sad 

part is most people have absolutely no idea what love looks like or how it’s                     

supposed to act. It’s no wonder. Over the last 50 years or so, thanks to an                                

increasingly amoral entertainment industry, love has become synonymous with sex. 

Sad to say, most people don’t know the difference.  

What’s Love Got to Do with It? 

The Bible, on the other hand, gives a very different picture of love. In 1 Corinthians 

13 we read, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud.” And in 1 John 4:7-8 we learn that love comes from God because God is            

himself love. No mystery here. Love is clearly defined by God’s word. 

Oddly enough, even Christians have somehow bought into the idea love is a warm 

fuzzy feeling. But love is not a feeling. It’s a choice. Matthew 5:44 tells us to “love 

your enemies.” It is impossible to feel warm and fuzzy about people we don’t like. 

Enemies, by virtue of the fact they ARE enemies, don’t inspire those kinds of                   

feelings. Therefore, since we know God wouldn’t ask (or command) us to do                     

something we CAN’T, it must mean love is a choice. 

Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one                 

another.” (John 13:35) By understanding the nature of love and then choosing to      

operate in it we declare ourselves as followers of Christ. It isn’t the t-shirt we wear 

or the little fish on our cars. They’ll know us by our love. 

In the dead of winter, trees are difficult to tell apart unless you’re a horticulturalist. 

The bare branches all tend to look the same against a gray winter sky. In spring the 

blossoms give a hint of what will follow, but by late summer the identity of the tree 

is completely revealed with the appearance of fruit. There can be no mistaking an 

apple tree for a peach tree. The fruit is the evidence. 

The same could be said of Christians. From a distance, we might look like anyone 

else. But upon closer inspection, we should find the fruit of the Spirit as evidence of 

our experience. In Galatians 5:22 we read, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” The 

fact the scriptures likens these attributes to fruit indicates they can be cultivated, or 

grown. As we grow in Christ, the fruit of the Spirit grows in us. Or, at least it should. 

I must confess I sometimes struggle with whether I’m doing this “Christian life” thing 

the way I’m supposed to. “Lord, this is hard!” I whine during my prayer time. “It 

shouldn’t be this complicated.” And usually, in the middle of my whining the Lord 

reminds me it really isn’t all that complicated. Love God and love everyone else,              

because love covers a multitude of sins. Ah, simplicity. 

 

So—what’s love got to do with it? Just everything. 

Did you know that we now have online giving?  It is really simple to use.  Go to our 
website, (www.fbcftthomas.com) and put your cursor on Resources at the top of 
the page.  When a drop down box comes up, click on Give.  Another page will pop 
up and all you have to do is fill in the form following the directions.  You can 
give any time and any day by doing this.  If you are on vacation, go to our 
website and still send your tithe and never get behind.   



The Cupid 

Cupid is the most famous of Valentine symbols and everybody knows 

that boy armed with bow and arrows, and piercing hearts . He is known 

as a mischievous, winged child armed with bow and arrows. The arrows signify     

desires and emotions of love, and Cupid aims those arrows at Gods and Humans, 

causing them to fall deeply in love. Cupid has always played a role in the                           

celebrations of love and lovers. In ancient Greece he was known as Eros, the young 

son of Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty. To the Roman's he was Cupid, 

and his mother was Venus. 

There is a very interesting story about Cupid and His mortal Bride Psyche in Roman 

mythology. Venus was jealous of the beauty of Psyche, and ordered Cupid to punish 

the mortal. But instead, Cupid fell deeply in love with her. He took her as his wife, 

but as a mortal she was forbidden to look at him. 

Psyche was happy until her sisters persuaded her to look at Cupid. as soon as                     

Psyche looked at Cupid, Cupid punished her by leaving her. Their lovely castle and 

gardens vanished too. Psyche found herself alone in an open field with no signs of 

other beings or Cupid. As she wandered trying to find her love, she came upon the 

temple of Venus. Wishing to destroy her, the goddess of love gave Psyche a series 

of tasks, each harder and more dangerous then the last. 

For her last task Psyche was given a little box and told to take it to the underworld. 

She was told to get some of the beauty of Proserpine, the wife of Pluto, and put it in 

the box. During her trip she was given tips on 

avoiding the dangers of the realm of the dead. She was also warned not to open the 

box. But Temptation overcame Psyche and she opened the box. But instead of                  

finding beauty, she found deadly slumber. 

Cupid found her lifeless on the ground. He gathered the deadly sleep from her body 

and put it back in the box. Cupid forgave her, as did Venus. The gods, moved by 

Psyche's love for Cupid made her a goddess. 

Today, Cupid and his arrows have become the most popular of love signs, and love is most frequently 

depicted by two hearts pierced by an arrow, Cupid's arrow. 

Is this a true story?  Of course not!  We all know that love comes from God and not 

from Cupid and his arrows.  Cupid is just a made up story.  We know this because 

the Bible says: 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God.                          1 John 4:7 



FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

February 4~ The Mary Francis Gould Mission Group will meet here 
at the church at 12 noon. 

February 11~ The R.O.M.E.O.’s will meet and eat at the Frisch’s in Highland 
Heights at 8:30 a.m. 

February 14~ Happy Valentine’s Day!!!  Remember, we love because God first 
loved us! 

February 17~ Church Valentine Banquet immediately following the morning 
worship service.  This will be a celebration of God’s love.  We love because 
God first loved us.  Sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 

Just last week the Lifeway representative came into the church office at Cold Spring 
and brought samples of different items.  He also handed me a book called 
"Sing!"  by Keith and Kristyn Getty; they are modern hymn writers.  Imagine that! A 
FREE book on singing for me to read... and I am. 

So, in the next few months I want to share with you some of what they say in this 
book on singing.  Psalm 95:1-2 says this: "Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, let 
us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before him with         
thanksgiving and extol him with music and song".     

Jeremy says we sing; he is right. I like to stop and listen to you, as a whole, sing an 
old familiar hymn or even one of our newer songs.  A few weeks ago the church 
sang out on "Who You Say I Am" like I'd never heard before.  It was wonderful! We 
also have a singing preacher, and his wife, and his little girl. And, you can tell they 
like to sing, and sing with JOY to the Lord. Crosley also dances with joy to the Lord, 
and it is so sweet to see! (We'll talk about dancing some other time!) 

Ephesians 5:19-20 says: "...sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always 
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

I know some of you may think you can't sing, but remember it is from your heart, 
not your mouth that the real singing takes place. When it is from your heart, God 
NEVER hears a wrong note! It is what is in your heart that comes out of your mouth.  

Martin Luther was not only a theologian, or preacher, but was a hymn writer and             
focused a lot of the "reformation" of the church on singing the Word. "Let God 
speak directly to His people through the Scriptures, and let His people respond with 
grateful song of praise." 

There is much to say about why we sing and I will get into that more in the next  
couple of months.  For now, remember to sing from your heart (not just your mouth) 
because that is what God hears... 

Sunday is coming, see you then. 

Mirm 

Words from Miriam!! 



Toddlers & Pre-School 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

Debbie Mershon 

 

Children’s Worship Hour 

Toddlers/Pre-school 

2/3 

Carol Steffen 

Walter Mershon 

 

2/10 

Susan Smith 

Jeff Smith 

 

2/17 

Dora Griffin 

Barb Musick 

 

2/24 

April Ayers 

Dale Ayers 

 

Elementary Teacher 

Lori Orne  

 

Pantry Outreach Ministry! 

During the month of January, you donated 216 cans 
of chili and 30 Miscellaneous items. 

This is fantastic!  Thank you FBC family. 

For the Month of February, the pantry is    
asking for donations of Ramen Noodles. 

When you donate to the Pantry, you are 
working in the mission field because you are                   

feeding the hungry! 

THANK YOU!! 

For I was hungry and you gave me                                       
something to eat.            Matthew 25:35 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

Lori Maines                         
Peggy Spradlin 

 

WORSHIP HOUR 

2/3                                           
Barb Scott                      

Cindy Stricker 

2/10                                     
Jackie Harry                                  

Bev Rath 

2/17                                               
Kim Beagle                              

Debbie Mershon 

2/24                                           
Amy Shannon                        
Patty Adams  

Baby Nursery 

The Little Children and            
Jesus.  

People were bringing                
little children to Jesus for 
him to place his hands on 
them, but the disciples              
rebuked them. 
When Jesus saw this, he 
was indignant. He said to 
them, “Let the                                  
little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of God                       
belongs to such as these.  



THE BRIGHT SPOT... 

“For God so loved the 
world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in 
him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 

2/3 

Harry Weitkamp 

 

2/10 

Walter Mershon 

 

2/17 

Bill Klopp 

 

2/24 

Lori Orne 

DEACON  

MINISTRY 

2/3 

Debbie Mershon                  
Kathleen Webber                      
Donna Stormer                    

Bev Rath 

2/10 

Dakot Guilkey                  
Mary Strange                                

Fay Hailes                      
Walter Hailes 

2/17                          

Bob Peelman                        
Bill Eckerle                           

Carol Steffen                     
Cindy Stricker 

2/24 

Peggy Spradlin                   
Susan Smith                         

Jerod Guilkey                       
Dora Griffin 

2/4                                                    
Ron Daniels 

2/7                                                  
Bob Rose 

2/8                                        
Mae Sullivan                                  

2/11                                             
Barb Scott                                                      

2/13                                    
Dakota Guilkey                           

David Weitkamp  

2/17                                        
Rebecca Adams                                         

2/19                                     
Crosley Shannon                                                             

Lord, remind us that                  
even when we doubt                
ourselves, You chose                   

ordinary people like us, 
You believe in us, and 

You never give up                   
on us.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+bright+sunshine&view=detailv2&qpvt=image+of+bright+sunshine&id=238315E82F0A745D64548FCF403AD0CBF4CD92CD&selectedIndex=17&ccid=8ewzM172&simid=607996206831700984&thid=OIP.Mf1ec33335ef6c5dd54527cbac22519dao0


I asked my friend if he'd bought his wife a 

gift for Valentine's Day. 

He's a bit of a chauvinist pig so he                     

surprised me when he replied, "Yeah, I've 

got her a belt and a bag." 

I said, "That's very thoughtful of you. I 

hope she appreciates it." 

He said, "So do I. And hopefully the                  

vacuum cleaner will work much better 

now."  

VALENTINE’S DAY JOKES 

What is the difference between a calendar 
and you? 

A calendar has a date on Valentine’s Day. 

My wife just sent me a text saying, "I've 

just got you the best Valentine's Day                

present ever! xox" 

I really hope she mispelt "Xbox". 

My wife rang me at work on Valentine's 

Day. 

She said, "Three of the girls in the office 

have just received bunches of flowers. 

They're absolutely gorgeous." 

I said, "That's probably why they've been 

sent flowers then." 

This is so 

Baptist! 


