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The Vision 

Proclaiming the 

Good News! 

From the Pastor’s desk...  

 

Things just keep getting better! Each month I get the chance to 

write to you all about some of the things that God is doing in 

the life of our congregation. I write this message just after a day 

of celebration where we participated in the baptism of Jerod and 

Dakota Guilkey, had lots of children in our NEW children’s 

area, celebrated Palm Sunday, and had a great fellowship meal. 

Easter is coming and that will be another time of worship! None 

of this would have been possible without your hard work and 

faithfulness in making sure that we were ready for these mo-

ments. Whether you helped paint, hang decorations, clean up 

areas of the church, prepared meals, or volunteered in the many, 

many  other things that happened...THANK YOU! 

 

I do not think any of us truly understand what God is planning 

to do through First Baptist Church Fort Thomas. We have 

made some great strides in the last few months to prepare                

ourselves and I believe the moment is almost here. As we                  

prepare for the unveiling of our website, we will begin to reach 

out into our community more and more. We have been                  

preparing, but soon we must take the steps of faith and truly go 

into our community and reach those who do not yet know the 

Good News. 

 

We don't know what things will look like, what faces might join 

us, or even the struggles that do lie ahead. What we do know is 

that if we are faithful in actively seeking where God is leading us 

and are obedient in following, we will be exactly where we need 

to be.  

Thank you for the ways that you have loved Jesus through               

loving his church. Let's get ready to go out and reach more and 

more so that they can worship, love, and grow with us. How 

great it is that we have the opportunity to "Share God's Love. 

Shine God's Light." 

 

Shine on. Press On. Go On. 
 

Jeremy 



SPIRITUAL RENEWAL IN THE DIGITAL AGE…  Today, nearly 70% of U.S. adults 

have a smart phone, according to a 2015 survey from the Pew Research Center. Nielsen, a global 

data and measurement company, found that Americans spend 60 hours a week consuming content 

across their devices. In other words, we live in an increasingly connected world and have more            

access to more content than ever before—which is good news if you want to get closer to God in 

2018. 

If you feel spiritually disconnected, there are countless opportunities for spiritual renewal in the          

digital age. Technology makes it easy to integrate faith into more aspects of your life. Podcasts,                 

digital Bibles, and online Christian radio stations allow you to guard what you put into your heart 

throughout the day. 

Here are some of our favorite tools and resources for renewing your spirit in the digital age. 

RELIGIOUS PODCASTS 

Podcasting has changed the way people share and consume information—and that’s no different for 

spiritually-inclined people like you. Christian podcasts cover a wide range of topics, including Bible 

study, church planting, evangelism, and revival. Some ministers also record their sermons and make 

them available as weekly podcasts so you can hear the Word of God and listen to inspiring messages 

about living your faith. 

DIGITAL BIBLES 

Most of us have experienced moments in life when we wish we had our Bibles outside of church or 

home—and now we can. With a digital Bible, you can access the Word of God on your smart phone 

or tablet 24/7. But more than just a “portable” Bible, these apps offer so much more interaction and 

functionality than a hard-copy Bible. 

Switch between hundreds of Bible versions and languages, highlight and save your favorite passages, 

follow along with daily reading plans, watch video clips, and share verses with friends and family 

through social media, email, or text. These are just some of the exciting possibilities with a Bible app 

installed on your smart phone or tablet.  If you don’t already have one installed, go to the App Store 

(iOS) or Google Play (Android) to find a digital Bible app that will allow you to keep the Word of 

God close at hand wherever you are and whenever you need it                                                                                                                                

CHRISTIAN MEDIA 
There’s no shortage of entertainment these days, but not all of it is meant to strengthen your relation-

ship with God. Fortunately, Christian media isn’t hard to find. 

Christian Music – If you use one of the popular music-streaming services like Pandora or Spotify, 

you can follow Christian stations or playlists to fill your home or your commute with uplifting songs 

of faith. These services also make it easy to discover new artists or bands based on the artists and 

bands you already know and love. There are also radio apps that allow you to listen to Christian ra-

dio stations from around the country on your smart phone, tablet, or computer. 

Christian Movies – The Bible tells us to set our minds on things that are noble and pure, and that 

includes the movies we watch. You can find Christian movies on your typical streaming services like 

Netflix and Hulu, but there are also streaming services like Pure Flix that are dedicated entirely to 

family-friendly and wholesome entertainment that glorifies God and strengthens your relationship 

with the Holy Spirit. 

Christian Books – With the advent of digital reading devices like the Kindle, it’s never been easier to 

purchase, read, and interact with books. It is so exciting to think, that today, we can even read books 

on our smart phones! 

https://www.namb.net/podcasts/?__hstc=175191805.029a37147d126eb067c4dc5090db8d8a.1518633729135.1518633729135.1518633729135.1&__hssc=175191805.2.1518633729135&__hsfp=2194878610
http://churchtechtoday.com/2016/01/22/5-digital-bible-study/


The Easter story is often called the “greatest story ever told”. It is a fascinating tale of     

betrayal, murder, miracles and life after death. It is the story of a Messiah, a Christ who is the “Son 

of Man." Yet Jesus the Messiah makes claims that cause his followers to doubt him, then turn 

against him in rage.            

 This is the story of the miracle that ensues, and has stood the test of time. It is a story that   

intrigues believers and non-believers alike. It is a story that challenges scholars and adventurers to 

find the   locations of the gardens, the tomb, and other sites in the story.    

 Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, and this miracle sets the plan to murder Jesus into                 

motion, for he is calling unwelcome attention to the Jewish people. The leaders of the Jewish                 

religious council are worried, for they fear Jesus’ growing popularity. Jews who live under Roman 

rule may suffer as a result of the attention Jesus brings to them.     

   Jesus continues to become more popular with the people, and less and less 

popular with the Jewish authorities, so the leaders plot his death. One of the disciples betrays Jesus 

to the soldiers who come to take and arrest him. Several trials follow, judged by various leaders, and 

Jesus is sentenced to death on the cross.          

   Although death by crucifixion is a common practice in Roman times, Jesus’  

ordeal is particularly cruel. He endures the customary beating, and then must carry his own cross. 

He falls from the heavy weight, and another man must carry the load for him. Jesus hangs from the 

cross by spikes driven through his hands and feet, receives vinegar to quench his thirst and suffers a 

horrible death. Following the crucifixion, his body is placed in a guarded tomb but he rises from the 

dead 3 days later.             

   Jesus appears to his disciples several times after he rises from the tomb. He visits 

some who doubt him, like Thomas.  He appears to His disciples several more times.  He even ate 

with them.  After several days, he ascends up to heaven.  This is called The Ascension.   

   Today, Jesus sits in heaven as the mediator between us and God. 

3rd Sunday Brunch and a Baby Shower…                                   
What do they have to do with each other?                                 

On April 15th we will be hosting our normal 3rd Sunday Brunch, 
but simultaneously, we will also be having a            

Baby Shower for Jenni Shannon and babies Asher and Henry.  After morning           
worship we will go down to the fellowship hall for a good brunch and have the baby 

shower as well.  We plan on making this so much fun!  We hope you will join us! 

==========================================                            

You are invited to:  A Baby Shower for Jenni Shannon and babies                 

Date and time: April 15th immediately following worship service  

Place:  First Baptist Church , Ft Thomas down in Fellowship Hall 

When you come down to the fellowship hall after Worship, go ahead and get some food 

from our brunch, then once everyone is seated, we will start the shower.   

The Shannons are registered at Target 



ON THE APRIL CALENDAR 

April 1~  Happy Easter to all.  Today is the day we celebrate all that our 
Savior, Jesus Christ has done for us. 

April 2~  The Mary Francis Gould Mission Group will meet at the church 
at 12 noon.  The hostess will be Pauline Risch and the program given by Vi 
Knock. 

April 9~  The R.O.M.E.O.’s will meet and eat at the Frisch’s in Highland Heights at 
8:30 a.m.’ 

April 11~  Our Quarterly Business Meeting will be held starting at 6:00 p.m.  Please 
make every effort to attend.   

April 15~  Third Sunday Brunch, and a Baby Shower for Jenni Shannon.  This is going 
to be a lot of fun.  We hope you can join us!  

April 22~  Happy Earth Day!  Let’s all do our fair share of taking good care of the 
earth that God has given to us. 

 

As Easter is here, I think about the blessings God has given to me.  Salvation is 

number One.  I still can’t really image the whole thing, or really comprehend it all; a 

cruel death on a cross, burial of the dead, and then the morning of the resurrection.  

How amazing! How marvelous! How wonderful! What a gift! The best gift ever…

nothing compares.  

 

God blesses us each day, in so many ways.  Look for those blessing and you will discover many.  

You know, count your blessings – name them one by one.  Yes, you will be surprise what God has 

done for you.  

 

I’ve been thinking back on our music department.  When I first started, over nine years ago, I was 

trying to play the piano and lead the singing (that’s really not a very good combination).  After a few 

years of that we added April (It was a time when she needed us, and we certainly needed her).  What 

a blessing she is with her talent to play just about anything at first sight. After April came Barb on the 

keyboard.  Icing on the cake, hot fudge on the ice cream!  We have had six steady, faithful singers 

throughout the years: Walter Mershon, Dale Ayers, Bill Klopp, Cindy Stricker, Jackie Harry and 

Lori Orne. Faithful!  Last year Dakota Guilkey said she wanted to join us. OK!  And, just recently 

(about two weeks ago) David Shannon joined us! 

 

God is working in our church.  He always has been.  I just think we sometimes don’t see what He’s 

doing because we are determined He should be doing it our way and in our time.  He timing is                 

perfect…ours is never right. God knows what we need; most of the time we do not even though we 

think we do.  

 

I am glad that God is in control – and that I am not.  What about you? 

 

Sunday is coming, see you then! 

 

Mirm 

Words from Mirm! 



 

 

 

 

TODDLERS- PRE-SCHOOL 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 
 

Debbie Mershon 
 

Children’s Worship Hour 
Toddlers 

4/1 
Carol Steffen 

Barb Scott 
 

4/8 
Debbie Mershon 

Mirm Fuller 
 

4/15 
Dakota Guilkey 
Jarod Guilkey 

 
4/22 

Donna Stormer 
Walter Mershon 

 
4/29 

April & Dale Ayers 
 

Grade School Teacher 
Lori Orne  

Pantry Outreach Ministry! 

 

During the month of March, you donated 195 cans of chili and 

21 miscellaneous items. 

 Way to go FBC, Fort Thomas!!! 

For the Month of April, the pantry is asking for  

donations of  Hamburger Helper! 

Thank you very much for your continued support 

of this very worthy ministry outreach! 

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 

are pleasing to God.     (Hebrews 13:16) 

Prayer calendar for 
North American         

missionaries 2018 

Linda Vogel  2/25-28; 3/1-3                        Alpharetta, GA                                                

Chaplain           

Annie Armstrong  3/4-10        This week pray for the Annie 

Armstrong Mission Offering    AnnieArmstrong.com  

Jonathan & Gina Woodyard 3/11-17             Northfield, MN 

Church Planter          

Ivey & Allie Rhodes  3/18-24   Roslindale, MA 

Church Planter 

Corbin & Allie Hobbs  3/25-31             Denver, CO  

Church Planter     

GLORIOUS PALM SUNDAY 

Palm Sunday was such a great day in the life of our church.  

There was so much to celebrate.  We opened our newly               

remodeled children’s area, we celebrated the Baptism of a married 

couple (how great is that?), had children bring in the palms and then 

had a celebratory meal down in our fellowship hall.  All of this 

could not have happened without you helping.  Many thanks to 

all who helped make our Palm Sunday so wonderful. 

HE IS ALIVE! 

HE HAS RISEN! 

Happy Easter 



4/1 

Jeanette Dittoe 

Debbie Mershon 

Kathleen Webber 

Jim Scott 

 

4/8 

Dakota Guilkey 

Thelma Boehne 

Jackie Harry  

Mary Strange 

 

4/15 

Bob Peelman 

Bill Eckerle 

Carol Steffen 

Cindy Stricker 

 

4/22 

Lori Maines 

Jerod Guilkey 

Debbie Mershon 

Kathleen Webber 

 

4/29 

Walter Mershon 

Mary Strange 

Jackie Harry 

Bill Eckerle 

4/1 

Harry Weitkamp 

 

4/8 

Walter Mershon 

 

4/15 

Bill Klopp 

 

4/22 

Lori Orne 

 

4/29 

Harry Weitkamp 

THE BRIGHT SPOT! 

Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give you. I do not 

give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled and do 

not be afraid.   

John 14: 27 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 

4/21 

Walter & Fay Hailes 

3/2 

Stephen Lang 

 

3/5 

Linda Becka 

 

3/7 

Bruce Harry 

 

3/8 

Ashley Silz 

 

3/9 

Mario Carrier 

 

3/14 

Karolee Carter 

 

3/17 

Kathy Lang 

 

3/20 

Walter Hailes 

 

3/24 

Harry Weitkamp 

 

3/30 

Mickey Mershon 

 

3/31 

Joshua Lang 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+bright+sunshine&view=detailv2&qpvt=image+of+bright+sunshine&id=238315E82F0A745D64548FCF403AD0CBF4CD92CD&selectedIndex=17&ccid=8ewzM172&simid=607996206831700984&thid=OIP.Mf1ec33335ef6c5dd54527cbac22519dao0


Easter Evangelist 

A man says to an evangelist lady who is           

preaching in the street during lent:  
"I know what YOU are! You're a 'happy            

clapper'". 

"Oh no I'm not!" she said. "I'm a Walkie 

Talkie!"   True Story 

A Prayer for Easter Sunday 

Young Ernie and his family were in-

vited to have Easter Sunday lunch at 

his grandmother's house. Everyone was seated 

around the table as the food was being served.  

When Ernie received his plate he started eating 

straight away. 

'Ernie, wait until we say grace,' demanded his   

father. 

'I don't have to,' the five year old replied. 

'Of course you do, Ernest,' his mother insisted 

rather forcefully.  'We always say a prayer before 

eating at our house.' 

'That's at our house,' Ernie explained, 'but this is 

Why do dogs always race to the 

door when the door-

bell rings? It’s hardly 

ever for them. 

We’ve begun to long for the pitter-
patter of little feet, so we 
bought a dog. It’s cheaper, 
and you get more 
feet. 

An elderly woman walked into the local country 
church. The friendly usher greeted her at the door 
and helped her up the flight of steps. "Where 
would you like to sit?" he asked politely.  
        
      "The front row please." she answered.  
        
      "You really don't want to do that", the usher 
said. "The pastor is really boring."  
        
      "Do you happen to know who I am?" the 
woman inquired.  
        
      "No." he said.  
        
      "I'm the pastor's mother," she replied                 
indignantly.  
        
      "Do you know who I am?" he asked.  
        
      "No." she said.  
        
      "Good", he answered. 

BASEBALL QUOTES 

      There have been only two authentic 

geniuses in the world, Willie Mays and 

Willie Shakespeare. — Tallulah Bankhead  

Ninety percent of this game is half               

mental. — Yogi Berra  

  I watch a lot of baseball on radio. —      

Gerald Ford  

Beethoven can't really be great because his 

picture isn't on a bubble gum card. — 
Charles Schulz  

 Well, it took me 17 years to get 3,000 hits 

in baseball, and I did it in one afternoon 

on the golf course. — Hank Aaron  

  It ain't like football. You can't make up 

no trick plays. — Yogi Berra  

   A hot dog at the game beats roast beef at 

the Ritz. — Humphrey Bogart  

 I'd be willing to bet you, if I was a betting 

man, that I have never bet on baseball. — 

Pete Rose 

The baseball mania has run its course. It 

has no future as a professional en-

deavor. — Cincinnati Gazette editorial, 1879  


