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Worship and Ministry Schedule 

Sunday 

9:30 am. Sunday School for       
children &                                            

Small Group Study for adults 

10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

Wednesday 

6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

Church Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

 

Ministry Assistant  

Debbie Mershon 

office@fbcftthomas.com 

The Vision 

Proclaiming the 

Good News! 

From the Pastor’s desk... 

Hello church family! 
 
As hard as it is to believe, when the month of                    
November ends I will have finished my first year at 
First Baptist. So many things have happened during 
that time and Jenni and I are so thankful for the way 
that you have welcomed us into fellowship and how 
you have loved our family so well. October was               
Pastor Appreciation Month and we were surprised 
and blown away by the generosity in the gifts given 
to us. This has without a doubt been one of the best 
years of our lives and we are thankful to see what 
God has in store. 
 
October was a great month at the church. We had a 
very informative workshop for caregivers led by               
Rev. Marian Boyer, lots of tailgating football games, a 
baby shower to welcome Ada Guilkey, a trip to               
Sunrise Services in Mount Washington, a soggy Trunk 
or Treat, and so much more. We were able to collect 
40 Christmas backpacks for children in the Northern 
Kentucky/Greater Cincinnati area and continued to 
give generously to the Holy Spirit Food Pantry. 
 
While those things can sound like just another long 
list, they are all evidence of ways that the Spirit is 
working in our lives and the lives around us. There is a 
commitment to service and a commitment to worship 
and get to know those in the community around us. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
November we will focus on preparing for the holiday 
season, with services of Lament and of Thanksgiving. 
I pray blessings on you and your families as you          
prepare for time with loved ones over shared meals 
and experiences together. As we prepare, we also          
remember those that will face hard times through the 
holiday season. I encourage you to check in on folks, 
make sure they are doing okay, and make this time 
special for as many as possible. 
 
As fun as year one has been, you probably already 
know the question that runs through my mind looking 
toward year two….What’s next? 
 
 
Shine on. Press on. Go on. 

Jeremy 



Why I’m A Cooperative Baptist          by Tim Hobbs 

I saw a meme on Facebook that said, “ A lady asked what she had to do to be a             
Baptist.  I told her she had to believe in Jesus and own a 9 x 13 casserole dish.”  
Moving beyond the humor in this, I appreciate the fact that it boils things down to 
the basics. 

Being a Baptist in this day and time can be difficult because various people and 
groups are vying for the right to define who Baptists are.  In doing so, they often 
add so much more to the basics.  They say, “You can be my kind of Baptist if  you 
believe this, or if you don’t do that .”  It becomes an ever-shrinking network of those 
who qualify. 

In my reading of the Gospels, it seems that Jesus was open to a diverse crowd.  He 
ate with tax collectors and prostitutes, as well as seminary professors and denomi-
national leaders.  He questioned very little of their theology but was more interested 
in how their faith was expressed in their lives.  In fact, when pressed on the issue,  
Jesus boiled all theology down to the basics — love God and love you neighbor (and 
by neighbor he meant everyone). 

So, why have I chosen to identify as a Cooperative Baptist?  It is because Coopera-
tive Baptists have kept it simple.  That is not to say that it can’t sometimes get a bit 
messy.  It is inevitable that our pursuit of God’s will may sometime lead us to                   
different conclusions.   

But that’s OK.  Jesus made room for a diversity of beliefs. 

As long as you stand with Christ on the basics — love God and love your neighbor — 
you’re my kind of Baptist, a Cooperative Baptist.  And it doesn’t hurt if you bring a 
casserole dish filled with something 
yummy.  

 

The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.            —Mark 12:28-31 

For the past three holiday seasons,             
Campbell County Library patrons and    
community have formed a winning team. 
Together, we’ve provided underwear   
packages to Campbell County elementary 
schools, meeting a crucial need for Family 
Resource Centers’ emergency supplies. 

Include packages of new boys’ and girls’ underwear, sizes 4-16, on your holiday                 
shopping list, and bring them to church.  We will get the underwear to a local Campbell 
County Library Branch for our Drop Your Drawers campaign Nov. 1-Dec. 31.  

The need is great. Schools are handing out 50 to 100 pairs each month to children who 
need clean underwear due to accidents at school or issues at home. Because parents of-
ten are unable to bring fresh underwear to their children during school hours, children 
can miss valuable learning time in the classroom.                                                                   
Our Goal: 7,000                                                                                                                                     
We collected 7,125 pairs of underwear in 2016 and 7,784 pairs last year. Help us break 
last year’s record by donating this November and December! 



A Thankful, Grateful Heart 

by Deborah Ann Belka © 2017 

 

Lord, give me a thankful 
heart, 
one that is appreciative 
one that to all Your blessings 
is attuned and sensitive. 
 
Let it be a heart, 
that sings its daily praise 
let it be my heartfelt                 
gratitude 
that to You I earnestly raise. 
 
Let me have a heart, 
truly thankful for all things 
no matter what in my life 
You should choose to bring 
 
Let my heart flow with, 
the rivers of Your peace 
so my appreciation to You 
I may continually release. 
 
Lord, give me a thankful 
heart, 
one that is steadily hopeful 
let it be the heart of one . . . 
who is truly, forever grateful! 

First Baptist Church, you did it again! 

You all donated 40 Christmas Backpacks full 
of lots of goodies.  Thank you so much for 

caring for others! 

 

Baby Shower for the Guilkey’s on                    
October 21st.                                                         

We can hardly wait to meet little                            
Miss Ada Layne. 

https://www.christart.com/poet/Deborah_Ann_Belka


ON THE NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

 

November 5~ The Mary Francis Gould Mission Group will meet here at 
the church at 12 noon.   

November 12~ The R.O.M.E.O.’s will meet and eat at the Frisch’s in Highland Heights 
at 8:30 a.m. 

November 18~ Service of Thanksgiving and a Thanksgiving Feast after worship. 

November 22~ Happy Thanksgiving!  Have a great time with family and friends.   

November 22-23~ The office will be closed in observance of the Thanksgiving            
Holiday. 

 

A WORD FROM Miriam 

November is here and Thanksgiving is right around the corner. I am excited about 
the different kinds of worship services Jeremy has initiated for this month...a                         
Lamenting service this coming Sunday, November 4th, and a Thanksgiving and 
Praise service on November 18th. In between those two special services we will also 
salute our Veterans on Veterans Day, November 11th.   

This month I celebrate a BIG birthday and thinking about that I'm  just realizing that 
I'm on the other end of life now (still hoping for a long life but no one ever really 
knows). Sometimes I ponder (or lament) about how I've spent it and what I've done 
with my life. "Lord, have I served you well?" or have I just messed everything 
up?  Maybe "yes" and "yes"???   

Thankful for the forgiving grace of the Lord God each and every day.  Thankful for 
so many simple pleasures in life. Thankful for my church family. Thankful for daily 
provisions and protection. 

What are you thankful for?  Start your list and bring it on November 18 to share... 

Thankful that Sunday is coming...see you then! 

Mirm 

Thanksgiving Feast 

On Sunday, November 18th, we will be having a Thanksgiving Feast                                  
immediately following our Service of Thanksgiving.  Our hope is that we                       
all come together in thankful fellowship and enjoy great food with                                     
our church family.  We do have so much to be thankful for this year.                                  
There will be more information on this event soon.  Just mark your calendars now 
for November 18. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 

BABY NURSERY 

Lori Maines                         
Dakota Guilkey 

TODDLERS- PRE-SCHOOL 

Debbie Mershon 

 

Children’s Worship Hour 

Toddlers 

11/4 

Debbie Mershon 

Walter Mershon 

                           

11/11 

Carol Steffen 

Barb Scott 

 

11/18 

Susan Smith                            
Jeff Smith 

 

11/25 

Amy Shannon 

David Shannon 

 

Grade School Teacher 

Lori Orne  

 

Pantry Outreach Ministry! 

During the month October you donated 159 boxes 
of Hamburger Helper 

Way to go FBC Fort Thomas!!!  

For the Month of November, the pantry is 
asking for Gravy.  It can come in packet, 

cans or jars.   

When you donate to the Pantry, you are 
working in the mission field because you are                  

feeding the hungry! 

THANK YOU!! 

For I was hungry and you gave me                                       
something to eat.            Matthew 25:35 

Prayer calendar for North 
American missionaries 

2018 

Dan & Caroline Ko: 10/28-11/03          Malden, MA 

Church Planter           

Kempton & Caryn Turner: 11/04-11/10         St Louis, IL 

Church Planter 

Clarence & Helen Potter: 11/11-11/17             Covington, GA  

Church Planter        

Rick & Sara Pak: 11/18*11/24                         Ft. Carson, CO  

Chaplain              

 

 

11/4 

Kim Beagle 

Bev McClanahan 

 

11/11 

Debbie Mershon 

Walter Mershon 

 

 

11/18 

Jackie Harry  

Bev Rath 

 

11/25 

Dakota Guilkey 

Jerod Guilkey 

We still need help 

In our baby Nursery.  

Have you prayed about 

It?  Let Debbie know  

If you can help. 

Thank you for doing 

            What you can! 



 

11/4 

Jeanette Dittoe 

Debbie Mershon 

Kathleen Webber 

Jim Scott 

 

11/11 

Dakota Guilkey 

Thelma Boehne 

Jackie Harry  

Mary Strange 

 

11/18 

Bob Peelman 

Bill Eckerle 

Carol Steffen 

Cindy Stricker 

 

11/25 

Lori Maines 

Jerod Guilkey 

Debbie Mershon 

Kathleen Webber 

 

 

THE BRIGHT SPOT! 

 

What, then, shall we 
say in response to 

these things? If God is 
for us, who can be 

against us?  

Romans  8:31 

 

11/4 

Lori Orne 

 

11/11 

Harry Weitkamp 

 

11/18 

Walter Mershon 

 

11/25 

Bill Klopp 

 

DEACON  

MINISTRY 

11/9 

June Burchett                    

&                                  

Miriam Fuller 

 

11/21 

Jim Dragoo                        

&                                        

Lori Orne 

 

Happy                       
Anniversary 

11/25 

Linda & Stephen 
Becka 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+bright+sunshine&view=detailv2&qpvt=image+of+bright+sunshine&id=238315E82F0A745D64548FCF403AD0CBF4CD92CD&selectedIndex=17&ccid=8ewzM172&simid=607996206831700984&thid=OIP.Mf1ec33335ef6c5dd54527cbac22519dao0


THANKSGIVING ONE LINERS 

 What does a disappointed mama turkey tell 
her kids? If your father were to see you now, 
he would be turning over in his gravy!  

 There's always something to be thankful for 
on Thanksgiving. Even if it's just not being a 
turkey.  

 What do you call a turkey that's got no                    
feathers? Thanksgiving dinner.  

 You can tell you ate too much for                     
Thanksgiving when you have to let your      
bathrobe out.  

 Who doesn't eat on Thanksgiving? A turkey 
because it is always stuffed.  

 Scientists created a six-legged turkey for 
families who fight over the drumsticks. But 
the turkeys escaped, and no one can catch 
them.  

 My family always celebrates Thanksgiving 
with a fast. The faster we eat, the more food 
we get.  

An optimist is a person who starts a 
new diet on Thanksgiving Day! 


